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VIENNA, ROME AND NAPLES FOR INS 

1. DEPARTMENT QUERIED HIAS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CONCERNING 
PRESS REPORTS THAT HIAS WILL NO LONGER EXTEND HELP TO JEWISH 
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EMIGRANTS FROM USSR SEEKING ASSISTANCE TO IMMIGRATE TO 
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WESTERN COUNTRY AFTER FIRST COMING TO ISRAEL. 

2. HIAS SAID THERE WAS NO INTENTION TO COMPLETELY ELIMI- 
NATE ITS ASSISTANCE TO THIS CATEGORY OF PEOPLE. THE PRESS 
REPORT DID NOT CORRECTLY SET FORTH THE HIAS POSITION. THE 
INTENT WAS TO GET THE JEWISH AGENCY TO STRENGTHEN COUNSEL- 
ING IN VIENNA AND ISRAEL TO LIMIT THE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE 
LEAVING ISRAEL TO GO TO ROME FOR MIGRATION PURPOSES AND TO 
CATCH IN VIENNA THOSE WHO INTENDED TO MIGRATE TO OTHER 
COUNTRIES. HIAS ASSISTANCE WILL CONTINUE TO BE GIVEN TO 
THOSE RUSSIAN JEWS REFERRED TO ITS ROME OFFICE BY THE JEWISH 
AGENCY. 

3. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE CLARIFICATION PREPARED BY 
HIAS: 



"STATEMENT FOR JTA: 

IN RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES STIMULATED BY NEWS RE- 
PORTS FROM ISRAEL, CARL GLICK, PRESIDENT OF UNITED HIAS 
SERVICE, CONFIRMED THAT OFFICERS OF HIAS AND OTHERS RE- 
CENTLY MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE JEWISH AGENCY TO 
DISCUSS MATTERS OF COMMON CONERN RELATING TO RUSSIAN IM- 
MIGRANTS WHO WISH TO LEAVE ISRAEL, PARTICULARLY AFTER THEY 
HAVE BEEN PROVIDED WITH JOBS AND HOUSING. 

TO DATE, THE SITUATION HAS BEEN OF LIMITED CONCERN. 

ALMOST 70,000 RUSSIANS HAVE COME TO ISRAEL IN RECENT YEARS 
AND LESS THAN 500 HAVE COME FROM ISRAEL AND APPLIED TO 
HIAS IN ROME FOR ASSISTANCE TO IMMIGRATE TO THE UNITED 
STATESMAN AD A AND OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES. ALL THESE 
RUSSIAN IMMIGRANTS WHO RECEIVED HIAS ASSISTANCE HAD BEEN 
CLEARED AND REFERRED TO HIAS BY THE JEWISH AGENCY. THE 
FACT THAT LESS THAN ONE PERCENT OF THE USSR JEWS CAME TO 
ROME FROM ISRAEL IS A GREAT TRIBUTE TO ISRAEL, ITS 
PEOPLE INVOLVED WITH ABSORPTION AND THE RUSSIAN IMMIGRANTS 
IN ISRAEL. 

AFTER A FULL DISCUSSION, IT WAS AGREED THAT TO KEEP 
"OUT-MIGRATION” AT MINIMAL LEVELS, THE JEWISH AGENCY WOULD 
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PROVIDE INTENSIVE COUNSELLING AND GUIDANCE FOR RUSSIAN 
IMMIGRANTS IN VIENNA AND ISRAEL. HIAS, AS AN INDEPENDENT 
AMERICAN MIGRATION AGENCY, WOULD CONTINUE TO ASSIST JEWISH 
REFUGEES IN CONNECTION WITH FAMILY REUNION AND COMPASSION- 
ATE SITUATIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

RUSSIAN JEWS FROM ISRAEL WHO SEEK HIAS ASSISTANCE 
IN ROME WILL STILL REQUIRE CLEARANCE AND REFERRAL BY THE 
JEWISH AGENCY. AT THE SAME TIME, IN THE INTEREST OF ALL 
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CONCERNED, THE HIAS STAFF IN ROME HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
CAREFULLY SCRUTINIZE THE NEEDS AND STATUS OF ALL APPLI- 
CANTS." RUSH 
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